Advanced Placement Physics C:  Mechanics Syllabus

Kennesaw Mountain High School



                                       Mr. Matthews– Instructor
Physics  is the study of energy, matter, and how they interact.  In this course, we will explore, both conceptually and mathematically, ideas of motion, force, power, energy, & momentum.  Yes, this is a lot of material and concepts, but we will be successful in our attempt and give YOU an understanding of the world around you.   The main objective of the course is to prepare you for the AP examination for Mechanics.  

GRADING PROCEDURES:

Your grade will be figured as follows:

	   Tests & General Quizzes 
	50%

	   Homework Quizzes  
	15%

	   Laboratories
	25%

	   Final Exam


	10%

	
	


The Cobb County Grade Scale is as follows:

90-100 => A     

80-89 => B     

74-79 => C    

 70-73 => D     

below 70 => F

At least every three weeks a grade sheet will be given to you and must be signed by a parent/guardian and returned the following school day for a grade.
MATERIALS:

You will need to bring the following materials to class daily (i.e., REQUIRED):

1. Calculator:  You should have your own because one will not be provided for you should you need one for a test.

2. Pen and/or Pencil:  Work must be completed in either pencil, blue pen, or black pen.  Work completed in colored ink (besides DARK blue and black ink) will not be accepted.

3. Student Agenda: Each student at Kennesaw Mountain High School will be issued an agenda.  This agenda must be brought to class daily to record assignments in as well as to use as a record of hall passes used.  
4. Laboratory Composition Book:  Please purchase a composition book to utilize in the lab portion of the course.  The student will write all portions of the lab in the composition book.  Gridded paper is recommended instead of lined in the books.  Ink must be used in the lab notebook, and, when mistakes occur, only a single line can be used (no white-out, black-out, etc.).
In addition, you may want to purchase an AP study manual.  This is optional, however, seeing a different source of the material is usually a good thing.
BEGINNING OF CLASS:

At the beginning of every class, except for test days, you will have a warm up activity of some kind.  This may be a homework quiz, some practice problems, a work sheet, etc.  You are expected to arrive to class on time, take your assigned seat, and begin your warm up activity.  The warm ups will be collected at different times during the semester, at random, and will be graded.

The first and last 15 minutes of every class is dead time.  No hall passes will be issued and no students will be allowed to leave the room.

GENERAL CLASS RULES:

1. No food, candy, or drinks are to be brought into or consumed in the class without specific permission from the instructor.

2. Do not get out of your seat unless you have permission to and stay in your seat until the bell rings.  The class will not be dismissed until all students are seated.  Fourth block classes must be silent during the afternoon announcements so that all may hear important information. 

3. No sleeping in class and no heads down at anytime.
4. Follow all rules from your student handbook at all times.

5. Follow all safety rules at all times.

6. Treat yourself and others with respect and consideration at all times.

TESTS:

Your tests will be out of 100 points.  You will be given at least two days notice prior to each test.  You may use a calculator on your tests, however one will not be provided for you.  You may NOT share calculators with fellow classmates, nor will you be able to borrow one from the instructor.  Generally, the day before the test no new material will be covered.  This day may be used for review, a lab, etc.  If you are absent the day before the test and no new material is covered, you will be expected to take the test the day that you return.  You may also NOT use a cell phone as a calculator!  If one is used, that will be considered cheating.
Test Conditions:

Certain conditions must be maintained while testing or individual work is being completed.  If you break any of the rules presented here for test conditions, your grade will reflect this with a forfeiture of points.  

	· NO TALKING UNTIL EVERYONE IS DONE
	· NO SHARING OF BOOKS, CALCULATORS, ETC

	· NO GETTING UP UNTIL EVERYONE IS DONE
	· NO LOOKING AT OTHER STUDENT’S WORK


LATE WORK:

It is up to the instructor’s discretion whether to accept late work from those students who were in class the day an assignment was due.  If work is accepted it will have points deducted for being handed in late.  If it is turned in within in a week of the original due date it will be given 50% of the points it would have earned had it been turned in on time.  If the assignment is more than one week late, it will be given 25% of the points it would have earned had it been turned in on time. 

ABSENCES:

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what work was missed and to collect any materials/information to make it up.  On the class blog, there will be each days’ agenda and the names of any worksheets or homework assignments that were given out on the day you missed.  As stated in your Student Handbook, you have one day for every day you have an excused absence plus one day to make up work.  This includes tests.  So, for example, if you have an excused absence for two days, then you have three days to make-up all of the work missed.  
Make-Up Sessions/Tutoring:


Make-up sessions are Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:30am-8:00am in room 522.  You must make up a missed test on the first make-up day following your absence.  For every make-up day that passes after the first make-up day after your absence, twenty points will be deducted from your test grade.  If you cannot meet in the mornings, you will need to make an appointment.
Test Make-Ups:
Tests must be made up on the first make-up day following your absence.  While make-up tests will cover the same material as the original test, they will not necessarily be in the same form as the original test and will likely consist of mainly essay questions. For every make-up day that passes after the first make-up day after your absence, twenty points will be deducted from your test grade.  
Lab Make-Ups:

Lab make-ups will consist of either performing the lab itself during a make-up session (depending on the feasibility of that option), writing a one to two page summary/analysis on an article given to you by the instructor, completing worksheets related to the lab topic, or doing a similar “virtual” laboratory on the internet.  Regardless of the make-up assignment, it will be due the day after it is given to you and you will be expected to know the information that was covered in the laboratory that you missed since it may show up on a test or quiz.
Worksheets & Handouts      (For Make-Ups)

If you need worksheets for a make-up assignment, please ask where they are.  You must obtain your own worksheets upon your return to class and turn them in within the time limit discussed above for absences.  
TARDIES:

If you are tardy, you must sign in at Room 511 and come to class with a pass.
DETENTIONS:
If you are assigned a detention, for whatever reason, you must find out from the instructor when you are to serve the detention.  If you are assigned to another teacher’s room for detention, you must be sure to find out the teacher’s room number ahead of time.  If you are late to detention, you will not be admitted.  Failure to serve a detention will result in an administrative referral.  No work will be made up during a detention period.  
EXAM EXEMPTION:

For this course, you may NOT exempt the final exam.  
PLAGIARISM:

All work completed for a grade, must be completed by the student wishing to receive the grade.  This includes, but is not limited to; laboratory experiments, homework, tests, and research papers.  Plagiarism is the use of another author’s (student’s) words or ideas without giving credit.  It is a form of stealing that will not be tolerated.  If any portion of an assignment is plagiarized (copied), a zero for the entire assignment will be given and the act will be noted on the students’ permanent discipline record.
HOMEWORK:

You will not be required to complete homework, however, it is highly recommended in order to be successful.  You will be given quizzes over the recommended problems, but the work itself will not be collected.  Additionally, extra assignments will be given during the semester as the instructor sees fit.
TEACHER CONTACT INFORMATION:

Should you or your parents need to contact Mr. Matthews at anytime, please use the information provided below:



EMAIL:   Philip.Matthews@cobbk12.org
SCHOOL ADDRESS:  1898 Kennesaw-Due West Road



TELEPHONE:  (678) 594-8190 x.646 


      
              Kennesaw, GA 30152  

      ATTN:  Philip Matthews – Science Department



CLASS WEBSITE:  http://kmhs.typepad.com/matthews
Your First Physics Homework Assignment
In an effort to reduce the amount of paper I use, I have posted the course syllabus on my website: http://kmhs.typepad.com/matthews rather than print copies for everyone. 
Please ask your parent or guardian to email me, from their email address, at Philip.matthews@cobbk12.org with a brief statement expressing that they have read and discussed the course syllabus with you. In addition please ask them to provide the following contact information:
Student Name: 

Parent/Guardian Name: 

Daytime phone: 

Thank you,

Mr. Matthews
