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Earth SYSTEMS Syllabus

Ms. Harrington/ Mr. Smith
Spring Semester 2012
Kennesaw Mountain High School

Contact info: 

Email (best): phoebe.harrington@cobbk12.org
        Ezekiel.smith@cobbk12.org

Blog: http://kmhs.typepad.com/harrington/  Please check for updates if absent
Phone: 678-594-8190 ext. 490
Course Text:  Borrero, Francisco et al.  2008.  Earth Science: Geology, the environment, and the Universe.  New York, Glencoe/McGraw Hill.
Course Description:

Earth Science is a course in which the student will engage in scientific inquiry, demonstrate proficiency in scientific disciplines, and acquire the facts, concepts, principles and approaches through which he/she can understand the earth, its inhabitants and its relationship to the universe.  

Curriculum: There are four major areas of study in this course:
1) The Earth’s Composition and Structure-this will include layers of the Earth, rock and mineral characteristics, use of rocks and minerals, plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, earthquake zones, and subduction. 

2) The Atmosphere-this will include the water cycle and human population, atmospheric structure, atmospheric energy, and the ocean currents effects on land and weather.

3) The Structure of the Universe- this will include structure of the Earth, moon, sun system, planets, stars, and galaxies.

4) The Human Effects- this will include information on Earth’s resources and population, and human culture and environmental policy.

Student Materials:
1. 2”  3-Ring Binder/Paper

2. Dividers (at least 8)

3. Blue or black pen, and pencils
4. RED grading/corrections pen
5. markers or colored pencils

Grading Categories and Weights:

20% Tests/Unit Assessments

20% Labs and Quizzes

20% Classwork/Homework

20% Research Projects/Papers

10% Notebook checks
10% Final

TESTS:  You will have at least a 2 days notice.  If no new material is presented the day before the test, you will still be required to take the test, even if you were absent for the review day.  It is your responsibility to review!!

LABS:  Labs will be a common practice in this class and are almost graded as heavily as tests.  Labs give you the chance to keep your grade up if you do poor on tests. Some will be held in the classroom and some will be outside.  I will let you know when we go outside….so be prepared for the weather!! For some labs there will be a formal lab write up.  I will give you a separate sheet for the format and requirements.  Lab safety is also very important and you MUST abide by the lab safety rules we go over in class in order to get credit.
PROJECTS/PAPERS: Research Projects will be given throughout the semester. These include, but are not limited to, research papers, presentations, researching given topics, and visual aides.  There will most likely be a project for each unit.  Some of these projects will be on an individual basis, while some will be group projects.  Projects, papers and presentations that give more that a one week notice of the due date will have penalties given for late turn in…even if you have an excused note for the due date.  You will have to get it to the teacher the day it is due or before!! 
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK:  Daily class work will sometimes be monitored by participation or by work turned in by you in class.  Class participation is very important and is needed for you to get the best out of each class.  I am very open to class discussion and encourage new thoughts.  Homework will be regularly assigned and will be randomly checked or taken up.   Pop quizzes will be given randomly throughout the semester. I might forewarn you…I might not…so be prepared!!  

NOTEBOOK: Your binder will hold all the unit packets I give you as well as notes you take.  You should have at least 8 dividers that divide the units up and a divider tab for notes.  Notebooks will be checked after each unit for a grade. Be sure to keep it organized and in order with the Table of Contents I give you.
Policies in the Classroom and Laboratory:

· Your behavior in class and lab is expected to good natured, courteous, mature, and respectable.  If we have a problem hopefully we can work it out together, if not you will get a warning, and lastly I will refer you to an administrator and call your parents/guardians. 

· Lab safety will also be administered during lab time.  There should be no ‘horse playing’ or negative behavior/actions that would endanger yourself and others. 

· Please be on time and prepared for class.  Class participation is directly related to your ability to be prepared with text, workbook, notebook, pens, pencils, etc. 

· Cheating and plagiarizing will not be tolerated and will result in a zero.  If you are aware that someone is cheating off your work and you let it happen, you will also resort to having a zero.  Refer to your agenda for further guidelines.
· Students are expected to DO THEIR OWN WORK AT ALL TIMES!!  Students will be allowed to work in groups, but all write ups and graded assignments must be done individually (unless specifically stated by the teacher).
· Extra Credit:  There will be some opportunities for extra credit during reviews, on papers and random assignments throughout the semester.

· Grades are based on the Cobb County standard 100 point scale, A=100-90, B=89-80, C=79-74, D=73-70, F=70-0 
· Late work will NOT be accepted.  Sorry!
· If you are absent, you will have the amount of days absent, plus one extra day, to make up your work and turn it in.  It is your responsibility to find out what the missed work was and to obtain materials from the teacher.
· STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BRING FOOD OR ANY DRINK OTHER THAN WATER AT ANY TIME UNLESS SPECIFIED BY THE TEACHER.

The first and last 15 minutes of class is dead time.  No hall passes will be issued and no students will be allowed to leave the room.
ABSENT??

It is your responsibility to find out about all missed work and assignments and turn them in.

Lab Make Up: 

If you have an excused absence on the day a lab was performed, you are still responsible for the lab topic content, so you must turn in a 400+ word research report on the topic.  The paper is due in the number of days absent plus 1 after you return.  If the paper is accepted as a well-done, you will earn an exemption on the inquiry report. 

Test/Quiz Make Up:

Make an appointment with Ms. Harrington within 5 days of missed test or quiz to determine a time when you can come in to make it up.

ALL MISSED WORK (excused or not) THAT IS NOT MADE UP IS A ZERO!
Syllabus Acknowledgement

By signing below I state that I have read the Earth Systems Syllabus for Ms. Harrington’s class.  I understand the class expectations and realize that time spent outside of class daily; reviewing material, above and beyond completing assignments and working on projects will be necessary to be successful in this course.  

______________________________________   
____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 
            Date
Student Signature


   Date


Parent email (please write clearly () :

Is there anything I should know about your student in order to help him/her succeed in this class?

STUDENT SCHEDULE

	Block
	Class
	Teacher
	Room #

	Homeroom
	
	
	

	1st period
	
	
	

	2nd period
	
	
	

	3rd period
	
	
	

	4th period
	
	
	


Harrington’s Most AWESOME QUESTIONNAIRE ever

Name:
________________________

Nickname?_____________________

Home Phone #:  _____________________ 

Parent Cell #: ________________________

Parent Email Address:  _________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________  Daytime Phone #  ____________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________ Daytime Phone #  _____________

Extracurricular Activities or Clubs/Organizations (In school or out of school):  

____________________________________________________________________________

Please list other High school science classes you have taken:
Class:






Teacher:


Grade:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Goals are important, what grade do you plan to achieve in this class? _____________

Hobbies:  ____________________________________________________________________

Your learning style:  I learn best:

a.  by myself           b.  in small groups
c.  in large groups         d.  a combination of all

I study for test by ________________________________________________________

I like to read about ______________________________________________________ .

Do you have home access to the internet? ____________ A printer? ______________

I worry about ___________________________________________________________ .

I wish my parents would ___________________________________________________ .

My favorite bands are_____________________________________________________.

My favorite movie or book:  _________________________________________

My favorite TV show:  _______________________________________

My favorite subject:  _________________________________________

In this class, I hope that we ________________________________________

2 questions I want to know about the Earth:

1.

2.







