Conceptual Physics
Fall Semester 2011
Teacher Contact Information:

Ms. Harrington  and Ms. Stapp
Email:  phoebe.harrington@cobbk12.org  (BEST WAY to contact)

Pat.stapp@cobbk12.org
Phone:  678-594-8190 ext. 490
Blog:  http://kmhs.typepad.com/harrington   (check for class assignments if absent)
Course Description

 Physics is an introductory inquiry-based high school physics course.  Students will develop qualitative comprehension of physic concepts through investigation, use basic algebraic math skills to understand them in a quantitative sense, and then apply them to the real world. 

Topics covered in this course include: motion, gravity, energy, work, heat, electricity, magnetism, light, sound, and nuclear physics.
Textbook

Physics: Principles and Problems: You will also need to bring your textbook to class daily.  

You will be issued a textbook, however, that textbook belongs to the Cobb County School District and must be returned in the same condition it was issued in at the end of the semester.

Cost: $70.50 (this is what you have to pay if lost/stolen)

Student Supplies
· 3 ring binder/paper-your binder will be divided by units and needs to have a divider tab for notes paper.
· You will have notebook checks!!!  Keep it organized with the TOC.
· Dividers (at least 9)

· Pencils-used for all calculations and labs; pens may be used for notes





· Red Pen (for grading/corrections)
· Scientific calculator 






· Colored Pencils (optional)
Classroom Rules & Expectations
Grading: Grades are posted on the computer and will be updated weekly.  Students are welcome to inquire about their grades on their own time (not during class-unless I allot specific time).  

I expect you to adhere to the rules outlined in your student handbook.  The school policy on plagiarism and academic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.  Academic dishonesty is any form of cheating listed in your handbook.

· Please be in your seat and ready to begin before the bell- BE ON TIME!

· Be prepared for class (notebook, writing utensil, book)
· Be respectful of me and those around you.
· During lecture/notes DO NOT get up and walk around or ask to go to the bathroom.

· The first and last 15 minutes of class is dead time.  Do not ask to leave the room.

· Follow all lab safety procedures/take labs and the equipment serious.

· NO sharing calculators during tests/quizzes

· NO cell phones…not even for calculators.
· No eating in class.  Drinks must have a lid.

If for any reason you violate any of the class/school rules you will be subject to disciplinary action at the teacher’s discretion, which may include detention, or admin referral (write-up).
Assignments
 Assignments will include projects, daily problem sets, labs, lab reports and homework. All assignments are expected to be completed on time.  Assignments completed at the beginning of class on the due date will not be accepted.  Copying another student’s work will result in a zero for both parties involved.  Assignments will be checked for correctness in order to determine that the student is doing his/her work and is successfully continuing the learning process
 Late work will be accepted, but only 1 day late with a penalty of 50% off original point value.

Notes:  It is expected that you take notes in this course.  Taking good notes gives you a great resource to study and refer to outside of class.  Please keep notes organized.  

Make Up Work/Class Absence Policies

1. If you are absent, you must bring in an excused note.  If your absence is excused, you will have the number of day’s absence plus one to make up any work (school policy).

2. It is your responsibility to check blog about all missed work and assignments and turn them in.  
3. All work and tests missed during an unexcused absence will be a zero.

4. Work from the last day you were here is due the day you return.

5. LAB MAKE UP: If you have an excused absence on the day a lab was performed, you are still responsible for the lab topic content, so you must turn in a 400+ word research report on the topic.  The paper is due in the number of days absent plus 1 after you return.  If the paper is accepted as a well-done, you will earn an exemption on the inquiry report.  If you do not turn in the report, you will earn a zero.

6. Projects will not be accepted late unless you have an excused absence on the day it is due.  If you check out early on the day a project is due you must bring me the project before you leave campus. If the project is a presentation and you miss the day of presenting, then you must do a research paper on your topic in order to exempt that missed grade.  See Ms. H for specific topics and lengths.
7. To make up a test, you MUST schedule an appointment after school with me in advance.  You have 5 days to make up a missed test after an excused absence.
Grade Scales:
 Grades will be weighted as follows:





A = 90-100

30% Labs/Projects  
           30% Tests/quizzes



B = 80-89

15% Final Exam
   
25% Class work/HW



C = 74-79











D =70-73











F = <70
Extra Help

Students may schedule an appointment to see me before or after school if they desire extra help.  The school offers a tutoring program as well. Please contact Jane LaBroad. Jane.Labroad@cobbk12.org
Physics online help resources:

www.myskillstutor.com , your login is your official first and last name (no spaces).  Site is Kennesaw01.  You will be prompted to create a password.  Type in mustangs as your password.

www.usatestprep.com , go to Member Login, and the username is kennesaw and password is newton52.  Click on GHSGT Tests and choose Science from the list at the top of the page.  Certain sections will be suggested/required during the semester.

www.glenbrook.k12.il.us/gbssci/Phys/Class/BBoard.html , the former PhysicsClassroom.com has lots of very good information on physics

Syllabus Acknowledgement

By signing below I state that I have read the Physics Classroom Guidelines and Syllabus for Ms. Harrington’s class.  I understand the class expectations and realize that time spent outside of class daily; reviewing material, above and beyond completing assignments and working on projects will be necessary to be successful in this course.  

______________________________________   
____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 
            Date
Student Signature


   Date


Parent email (please write clearly () :
Is there anything I should know about your student in order to help him/her succeed in physics?

STUDENT SCHEDULE

	Block
	Class
	Teacher
	Room #

	Homeroom
	
	
	

	1st period
	
	
	

	2nd period
	
	
	

	3rd period
	
	
	

	4th period
	
	
	


Harrington’s Most AWESOME QUESTIONNAIRE ever

Name:
________________________

Nickname?_____________________
Home Phone #:  _____________________ 

Parent Cell #: ________________________
Parent Email Address:  _________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________  Daytime Phone #  ____________

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  ___________________________ Daytime Phone #  _____________

Extracurricular Activities or Clubs/Organizations (In school or out of school):  

____________________________________________________________________________

Please list other High school science classes you have taken:
Class:






Teacher:


Grade in class:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Physics involves a large quantity of math.  What was the last math class you completed? ____________________________ What was your final grade in this class? _____________

Goals are important, what grade do you plan to achieve in this class? _____________

Hobbies:  ____________________________________________________________________

Your learning style:  I learn best:

a.  by myself           b.  in small groups
c.  in large groups         d.  a combination of all

I study for test by ________________________________________________________

I like to read about ______________________________________________________ .

Do you have home access to the internet? ____________ A printer? ______________

I worry about ___________________________________________________________ .

I wish my parents would ___________________________________________________ .

My favorite bands are_____________________________________________________.

My favorite movie or book:  _________________________________________

My favorite TV show:  _______________________________________

My favorite subject:  _________________________________________

In this class, I hope that we ________________________________________

2 questions I want to know about Physics:

1.

2.
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Keep this in your notebook!








