
Name ___________________________________      Period ___ 
 

Timelines 
 

A timeline is a type of chart that shows events in the order they happen.  Some 

timelines show basic information, like dates or times.  Others describe each event 

on the timeline or have pictures to show what happened at each event. 

 

People who create timelines use some standard terminology.  They often use the 

terms B.C., which is an abbreviation for “Before Christ” and A.D., which is an 

abbreviation for “anno Domini,” (Latin for “in the year of our Lord”).  The terms 

B.C. and A.D. were commonly used to count years in time. The birth of Jesus is 

used as a starting point to count years that existed before Christ (B.C.) and anno 

Domino (A.D.) to count the years after Christ’s birth. For example, the year 532 

B.C. refers to the time 532 years before the time when Christ was assumed to have 

been born.  Dionysius Exiguus, a monk, invented the B.C./A.D. method during 

the Middle Ages, early in the sixth century. 

 

Modern chronologists (scientists that arrange events in their order of occurrence 

in time), geologists (scientists who study the history of the earth and its life 

especially as recorded in rocks), and anthropologists (scientists who study human 

beings and their ancestors through time and space) object to time being anchored 

to a religious benchmark. Instead of using the term A.D. they prefer to use the 

phrase “Common Era,” abbreviated “C.E.” Likewise, in place of B.C., they favor 

labeling that era “B.C.E.,” meaning “Before the Common Era.” Thus, C.E. is 

generally equivalent to A.D. and B.C.E. is generally equivalent to B.C. 

  

Sometimes the precise date of an event is not known.  The term “circa” which is 

from Latin and means “around or about” is used to indicate that this is an 

approximate date.  Circa is usually abbreviated as c. or ca. 

 

 



Your Task 
 

1.   Complete the numbering of the dates on the hash marks on the timeline.  (Why are the 

numbers “backward?”) 

2.   One event will not be able to be placed on the timeline.  Draw a single line through the 

item in the list below that can’t be placed on the timeline.   

3.   BE SURE TO NAME YOUR TIMELINE on the blank provided.  To create a good name 

for your timeline look at the events you are placing on it and name the timeline to show 

what they have in common. 

4.   Place the following events on the Timeline Below.  

 
 

c. 500,000 BCE Control of Fire 
c. 8,000 BCE Cultivation of Grains 
c. 6,500 BCE Farming Developed in the Middle East 
c. 7.000 BCE Use of Pottery 
c. 6,000 BCE Early Use of Linen 
c. 5,000 BCE Development of Irrigation 
c. 5,000 BCE Cultivation of Maize 
c. 4,000 BCE Development of Plowing 
c. 3,500 BCE Carts with Wheels 
c. 3,500 BCE Formation of Number System 
c. 3,100 BCE Development of Writing  
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