
Unit 3 Guided Notes (Part 3) _____________________________NAME 

 
Chapter 15 

Empires of Africa 
800 – 1500 C.E. 

 
 

15.1:  North and Central African 
Societies 

Stateless Societies 

 Families are organized in groups called ___________________ 

 Lineage groups took the place of rulers. These _______________________ did not have a centralized system 

of power. Authority was __________________ so that no one family had _____________________________. 

 _________________________: members of a society trace their ancestors through their fathers. 

 _________________________: members of a society trace their ancestors through their mothers. 

15.2:  West African Civilizations 

Empire of Ghana 

 Western Africa, located on the ________________________________________________________________ 

 Emerged in 500 A.D. 

 Rulers grew rich by __________________________________________________________________________ 

 The two Most important trade items were _________________________________ 

 Berbers - traders whom __________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________;  About 3 miles per hours, ___________________ to reach destination 

 King collected tax payments as _________________________________________________ 

 King controlled/owned all gold nuggets preventing it from ____________________________ at market 

 Lived in luxury for hundreds of years  

 Spread of Islamic ideas _______________________________________ 

 Literacy grew - _____________________________________________ 

 Weakened by war and invasion; Collapsed in the 1000’s 

Empire of Mali 

 The fall of Ghana and trade routes shifting eastward saw _______________________________ in the 1200’s. 

 Mali leaders ____________________________ the gold and salt trade 

 Extended ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Each village had its own ruler who ___________________________________________ to the king of Mali 
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Mansa Musa & Mali 

 Mansa Musa was ____________________________________________ of the empire of Mali. 

 Mansa Musa’s __________________________ helped to popularize the religion throughout the known world. 

 The capital of the Malian kingdom, ________________________, became a center of Muslim art and culture. 

 Mansa Musa spent a year on a journey (_____________) to Mecca 

 He was accompanied by a caravan of 60,000 men and 80 to 100 camels loaded with ____________________. 

 The emperor rode on horseback and was preceded by 500 slaves, each carrying ________________________. 

 He gave out so much gold that the Egyptian economy _____________________________________________. 

Ibn Battuta 

 Ibn Battuta was a _______________________. He traveled for 27 years visiting most of the Islamic world. 

 He noted he could travel the empire ____________________________________________ 

 He left behind ____________________________________ journaling his vast travels. 

Empire of Songhai 

 Islamic kingdom in the Niger River Valley 

 Land very fertile (yearly flooding) 

 Built up an army and gained control of ___________________________________________ 

 Askia the Great- expanded the kingdom, 1464 

 Cities - Timbuktu and Djenne 

 Created ___________________________________________ 

 Gave total control of trade routes to Songhai 

 Ruled for over 30 years 

 Expansion, peaceful and secure time ______________________________________ 

 After his reign entered into a decline 

 By 1600- Songhai completely declined 

 Lacked _______________________________________ 

 Overthrown finally by North African armies with modern weapons, including guns 

 

Ended a 1,000 year period of powerful empires in Western Africa 

 

 Arab Muslim traders initiated the _________________________________________, exporting African slaves 

acquired through kidnapping to Arabia, Persia, Iraq, and India. 

 


