
Unit 3 Guided Notes (Part 4) _____________________________NAME 

 
Chapter 18 

The Muslim World Expands 
1300 – 1700 C.E. 

 

18.1: The Ottomans Build a Vast Empire 

 From 1300 to 1700, three “______________________________” 

dominated parts of Europe, Africa, & Asia: The Ottoman Empire, 

the Safavid Empire, & the Mughal Empire 

Turks Move into Byzantine 

 In the early 1300’s, the Byzantine Empire was fading. Ghazi or ______________________________, raided 

lands in the eastern Mediterranean. 

 The most successful ghazi was ____________; his followers were called _______________. He built a small 

kingdom in Anatolia. His successors continued to _______________________________. Their military success 

was aided by ___________________________. 

 The leaders of the Ottomans were called _____________________. 

 Muslims had to serve in the army, but ____________________. Non-Muslims paid taxes, but 

__________________________________________. 

Powerful Sultans Spur Dramatic Expansion 

 Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror ___________________________________ of the city of Constantinople. This 

was the final fall of the Byzantine Empire in 1453. The city was renamed Istanbul. 

Suleyman the Lawgiver 

 The Ottoman Empire reached its peak size under _______________________________________. He came to 

the throne in 1520 and _____________________________________. 

 Among his army was an elite force of _________________. When Christian lands were conquered, boys were 

taken into the army, converted to Islam, and ____________________________________________________. 

 Suleyman oversaw an efficient government and social organization. He created _________________________ 

____________________________, along with ___________________ and reducing government bureaucracy. 

 Suleyman supported _________________________________________. The ___________________________ 

in Istanbul is the largest mosque in the Ottoman Empire. 

The Empire Declines Slowly 

 Suleyman started a pattern which served to weaken the empire. He ___________________________ and 

drove another into exile. His weakest son was _______________________________________. Later rulers 

did the same, producing a long line of weak sultans who _______________________________________. 
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18.2: Cultural blending – The Safavid Empire 

The Safavids Build an Empire 

  The Safavid Empire began when _________________________ led his army to seize Persia, what is now Iran. 

Isma’il took the ancient Persian title of _________ and established __________________________________. 

 Shah Isma’il was a ________________________. Any citizen who did not convert so Shi’ism was put to death. 

 He destroyed the ____________________________________. His rival, Selim the Grim, ordered the 

______________________________________ in the Ottoman Empire. The outcome of their battle set the 

border that remains today ________________________________________________. 

A Safavid Golden Age 

 In 1587, Shah Abbas helped create a golden age, blending the ______________________________________. 

 His new capital, Esfahan, was considered one of the _________________________________________. Along 

with the arts, the area became known for weaving beautiful carpets, ________________________________. 

The Dynasty Declines Quickly 

 Safavid leaders made the same mistake as the Ottomans, __________________________________________. 

The empire quickly declined under poor leaders. 

18.3: The Mughal Empire in India 

Early History of the Mughals 

 In the 700’s, _____________________________ invaded northwest India. They called themselves “Mughals”. 

 For hundreds of years, many rulers governed __________________________________________. 

Akbar’s Golden Age 

 In 1494, Babur inherited a kingdom he would build into the ___________________________________. 

 Babur’s grandson, Akbar, expanded the Mughal Empire ________________________________________. As a 

Muslim, he permitted _______________________________. He governed and taxed fairly. He encouraged 

_______________________________ in art, education, politics, and language. 

Akbar’s Successors 

 After Akbar’s death, his successors were less tolerant. Conflict arose between _________________________. 

 Shah Jahan had a great passion for two things: _____________________________________, Mumtaz Mahal. 

When his wife died at 39, he spent 22 years building her tomb, ____________________________, one of the 

most beautiful buildings in the world. 

The Empire’s Decline and Decay 

 More rulers _________________________________________. Religions were oppressed. Hindus and Sikhs 

both ___________________________________________________________. 

 The divided empire weakened and lost power. European traders ____________________________________. 


