
Unit 5 Guided Notes (Part 3) _____________________________NAME 

 

Chapter 20 

The Atlantic World 

1492 – 1800 C.E. 

 

20.1: Spain Builds an American Empire 

The Voyages of Columbus 

 In 1492, Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean looking for _______________________________. Instead, 

he landed on a Caribbean island. He visited several islands and ______________________________________. 

 Columbus and others began sailing across the Atlantic _____________________________________________. 

Spanish Conquest in Mexico 

 In 1519, Hernando Cortes landed in Mexico. Cortes and other explorers were called _____________________. 

They explored the mainland’s of the Americas looking for _______________________________. 

 Cortes led his forces inland to the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan. After a peaceful introduction, the Spaniards 

____________________________________________________. Native tribes later helped Cortes defeat the 

Aztec because they ___________________________________________________ practiced by the Aztecs. 

 All the native tribes were weakened by _________________________________________________________. 

Over __________________________________________ during the first century after contact. 

Spain’s Influence Expands 

 Francisco Pizarro traveled south to conquer the Inca Empire.  

 For much of the 1500’s, Spanish explorers traveled to many parts of North and South America. They claimed 

________________________________. They also brought priests intent on advancing __________________. 

Opposition to Spanish Rule 

 Natives were usually mistreated and _______________________________________. Several native 

populations attempted to fight back with limited success. 

 To meet the increasing demand for riches, the Spanish _________________________________ as slave labor. 

20.3: The Atlantic Slave Trade 

The Causes of African Slavery 

 Slavery developed when victors _______________________________________________________________. 

 Early Muslims transported many Africans as slaves _______________________________________________. 

 In the America’s, European diseases killed local populations and created a demand for labor. African slaves 

were ____________________________________________________________________________________. 

 Spain and Portugal brought many slaves to South America to work ___________________________________. 

Slavery Spreads Throughout the Americas 

 English colonies in the Americas _______________________________________________________________ 

during the 1700’s. Slaves were taken to the Caribbean Islands and to North America. 



Unit 5 Guided Notes (Part 3) _____________________________NAME 

A Forced Journey 

 African slaves were part of a larger trading network known as the _____________________________. Goods 

and slaves were sent _______________________________________________________________. 

 The slave’s voyage from Africa to the Americas was known as _______________________________________. 

During this voyage, Africans were subjected to __________________________________. Many died and 

some committed suicide. About _________ of the Africans on a ship died during the voyage. 

Slavery in the Americas 

 Once in the Americas, ___________________________________________ for the slaves. Many were forced 

to work long hours at grueling jobs. They were ___________________________________________________. 

 Slaves resisted in different ways. Some kept up traditions of ________________________________________. 

Some resisted passively by ____________________________________. Others openly rebelled with violence. 

Consequences of the Slave Trade 

 Many African families were _________________________________________________________. 

 African labor contributed to the ______________________ of many countries in the Americas. They also 

contributed ___________________________________________. 

 Much of the current population in both North and South America is __________________________________. 

20.4: The Columbian Exchange and Global Trade 

Colonization of the Americas resulted in __________________________________________________ that greatly 

influenced the lives of people throughout the world. 

The Columbian Exchange 

 The Columbian Exchange was the ________________________________________________________ during 

the colonization of the Americas. 

 From Americas came tomatoes, squash, pineapples, tobacco, cacao beans, __________________________. 

 From Europe came _________________________________________________________. 

 From Africa came __________________________________. Other crops were wheat, rice, barley and oats. 

 Along with goods and food, explorers __________________________________, including small pox, measles, 

influenza, and malaria. __________________________________________ in both North and South America. 

Global Trade 

 The growth in overseas trade and the vast amount of gold and silver ______________________________ 

_____________. Individuals became very wealthy, expanding ___________________________ across Europe. 

The Growth of Mercantilism 

 European countries used the Americas to increase their own wealth because __________________________. 

The cheap resources of the Americas could be sold for profit and allowed a country to maintain a favorable 

balance of trade, in which it ________________________________________________________. 


