
Unit 1 Vocab Lists 
Vocab List 1 
 
 
cartographer – a mapmaker 
 
equator – the imaginary line that encircles the globe, dividing the earth into 
northern and southern halves 
 
geography – the study of the distribution and interaction of physical and human 
features on the earth 
 
globe – a three-dimensional representation of the earth 
 
hemisphere – each half of the globe 
 
latitude – a set of imaginary lines that run parallel to the equator, and that are 
used in locating places north or south 
 
longitude – a set of imaginary lines that go around the earth over the poles, 
dividing it east and west 
 
map – a two dimensional graphic representation of selected parts of the earth's 
surface 
 
map projection – a way of mapping the earth's surface that reduces distortion 
caused by converting three dimensions into two dimensions 
 
prime meridian – the imaginary line at zero meridian used to measure longitude 
east to west, and dividing the earth's east and west halves 
  



 

Vocab List 2 
 

Continent – a landmass above water on the earth 

 

Earthquake – a sometimes violent movement of the earth, produced when tectonic plates grind or slip 

past each other at a fault 

 

Erosion – the result of weathering on matter, created by the action of wind, water, ice, or gravity 

 

Hydrologic cycle – the continuous circulation of water among the atmosphere, the oceans, and the earth 

 

Landform – a naturally formed feature on the surface of the earth 

 

Magma – the molten rock material formed when solid rock in the earth’s mantle or crust melts 

 

Relief – the difference in elevation of a landform from the lowest point to the highest point 

 

Tectonic plate – an enormous moving shelf that forms the earth’s crust 

 

Volcano – a natural event, formed when magma, gases, and water from the lower part of the crust or 

mantle collect in underground chambers and eventually erupt and pour out of cracks in the earth’s 

surface 

 

Weathering – physical or chemical processes that change the characteristics of rock on or near the 

earth’s surface, occurring slowly over many years. 

  



Vocab List 3 
 
Solstice – a day of the year when the sun shines directly overhead at noon, marking the beginning of 

summer and winter 

Equinox – a day of the year on which day and night are equal length, marking the beginning of spring 

and fall 

Weather – the condition of the atmosphere at a particular location and time 

Climate – the typical weather conditions at a particular location as observed over time 

Precipitation – falling water droplets in the form of rain, sleet, snow, or hail 

El Nino – a weather pattern created by the warming of the waters off the west coast of South America, 

which pushes warm water and heavy rains toward the Americas and produces drought in Australia and 

Asia 

Greenhouse effect – the layer of gases released by the burning of coal and petroleum that traps solar 

energy, causing global temperatures to increase 

Ecosystem – an interdependent community of plants and animals 

Biome – a regional ecosystem 

Drought – a long period without rain or with very minimal rainfall 

 


