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Unit 5: Italy – Renaissance Arts 

 

I.  Renaissance Men 

A. Renaissance writers introduced the idea that educated people were expected to strive to ___________ 

__________________. 

B. A man who excelled in many fields was praised as a “_______________________.”  Later ages called 

such people “____________________________.” 

 

II.  Literature 

A. Many authors choose to abandon the use of __________ in literature and focused on the local 

_____________________ to write their works. 

B. In the 14th century Dante Alighieri and Geoffrey Chaucer helped make ________________________ 

more popular. 

1. ___________________________ by Dante Alighieri - had Greco-Roman themes & was written in 

the vernacular 

2. ___________________________ by Geoffrey Chaucer - one of the first major works in literature 

written in the English language 

C. Francesco Petrarch 

1. “______________________________” 

2. Explored the glories and personal achievements of man 

3. Emphasized secular not religious subjects  

 

III. Education in the Renaissance 

A. The Renaissance saw the development of ___________ in Europe. 

B. _____________________________ printing press played a major role in the advancement of education 

during the Era. 

C. The printing of books encouraged ___________________________ and the desire to 

__________________________. 

 

IV.  Art and Architecture 

A. Stressed more ___________________ subjects in literature & art 

B. More realistic portrayals of _____________ & ________________ 

C. Painting turned to ______________ from medieval formalism and stiffness 

D. Led by painter Giotto 

1. New Techniques 

2. ______________________ 

3. New colors 

4. __________________ (more luster to paintings) 

5. Return to Greco-Roman styles 
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E. Leonardo da Vinci 

1. Personified the ideal “_______________________” 

2. Not only a jack-of-all-trades, but also a master of many 

3. __________________________, anatomist, botanist 

4. Self-taught 

F. Raphael 

1. Famous for his many paintings of the Madonna  

2. Fresco ________________________________  

G. Michelangelo 

1. ______________________ commissioned works by him 

2. ________________________ commissioned by Pope Julius II 

a. 10,000 square feet, 343 figures (1/2 of which are 10 feet in height) 

b. Took 4 years to complete 

3. David 

a. 18 feet tall 

b. Perfect example of the Renaissance artists’ devotion to ________________, _______________, 

and _________________________ 

 

V. Architecture 

A. Gothic Style gave way to Greco-Roman style incorporating ____________ & __________________ 

B. Brunelleschi 

1. Florence Cathedral considered pinnacle of Renaissance architecture 

2. Modified a design to support the expansive ______________________________ 

 

VI.  Patronage 

A. Patrons 

1. _________________ and ________________ merchants 

2. Commissioned _____ & sponsored ___________________________ 

B. Cosimo de Medici and his son Lorenzo were the ___________________________________ 

C. Church also source of commissions 

1. Papacy launched a building program culminating in _______________________________ 

 

VII.  Renaissance and Politics 

A. Niccolo Machiavelli  

1. Wrote the book, _____________________, on political power. 

2. Emphasized realistic discussions of how to seize and maintain power 

3. Concerned with being _____________________________ rather than ___________________. 

 


