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Human Geography:  

People and Places 

 

Geography and the environment help shape human cultures, but 
humans also use and alter the environment to fulfill their needs. 

Section 1: The Elements of Culture 
 Human beings are members of social groups with shared and unique sets of behaviors and attitudes. 

Defining Culture 

 ________________________________________________shared over generations is culture 

 Society is a group that shares geographic region, identity, culture 

 An ethnic group shares _______________________________________________________________________ 

 ethnic diversity: an ethnically diverse region or area 

Culture Change and Exchange 
 Innovation 

 Innovation is ___________________________________________________________with existing resources 

 Diffusion 

 Spread of ______________________________________________________________called diffusion 

Religion 

 Religion—belief in supernatural power that made, maintains universe 

 Monotheistic faiths believe in __________________  Polytheistic faiths believe in _________________ 

 Animistic, or traditional, faiths believe in divine forces of nature 

Major Religions 
 Judaism   _________________________________ 

 Christianity   ______________________________ 

 Islam   ___________________________________ 

 Hinduism   _______________________________ 

 Buddhism   _______________________________ 

Section 2: Population Geography 
 People are not distributed equally on the earth’s surface. 

 The world’s population continues to grow, but at different rates in different regions. 

Worldwide Population Growth 
 Birth and Death Rates 

 Birthrate — Number of live births _________________________________________________________ 

 Fertility rate — average, lifetime number of children born to a woman 

 Number of deaths per thousand people is the mortality rate 

 Infant mortality rate — deaths under age 1 ______________________________________________ 

Population Distribution 
 Habitable Lands 

 2/3 of world’s population lives between 20˚N and 60˚N latitude 

 Human habitation in this zone: 

o dense where temperature and precipitation allow agriculture; also dense along coastal areas and in river valleys 
o more sparse in polar, mountain, desert regions 

 Urban–Rural Mix 

 Rural area: an area with low population 

 More than half of world’s population rural; but _______________________________________________ 
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Section 3: Political Geography 
 The world is divided into many political regions. 

Nations of the World 

 An independent political unit, a state, or country: 

o occupies specific territory 
o controls its internal, external affairs 

 Nation — unified group with common culture living in a territory 

 Types of Government 

 In a democracy, ____________________________________________________ 

 Political power held by a ______________________________________ is a monarchy 

 In a dictatorship, a group or individual holds all political power 

National Boundaries 
 Natural Boundaries 

 Formed by rivers, lakes, mountain chains 

 Artificial Boundaries 

 Fixed line, generally following latitude, longitude: 

Section 4: Urban Geography 
 Nearly half the world’s population lives in urban areas. 

Growth of Urban Areas 

 Urban geography is the study of ________________________________________________________________ 

 Urban Areas 

 Urban area develops around a central city; may be surrounded by: 

o suburbs—border central city, other suburbs 

 Central city plus its suburbs and exurbs called a _____________________________________________ 

 Urbanization 

 Urbanization—rise in number of cities, resulting lifestyle changes 

Section 5: Economic Geography 
 Economic activities depend on the resources of the land and how people use them. 

Economic Systems 

 Economy—the production and exchange of goods and services; can be local, regional, national, international 

 Types of Economic Systems 

 Economic system: way people produce and exchange goods, services 

 Four types of economic systems: 

o traditional, ______________________, economy 

o command, _______________________, economy 

o market economy, also called _______________________ 

o mixed economy, a combination of __________________ 

The Economics of Natural Resources 

 Natural Resources—Earth’s materials that have economic value 

Economic Support Systems 

 Infrastructure 

 Infrastructure—______________________________________________ to sustain economic growth 

o power, communications, transportation systems, water, sanitation, and education systems 

 Communications systems and technology both critical to development 

Measuring Economic Development 

 Per capita income: ________________________________________________ in a political unit 

 GNP and GDP 

 Gross national product (GNP) —statistic to measure: 

o total value of goods, services produced by a country, 
globally 

 Gross domestic product (GDP) —statistic to measure: 

o total value of goods and services produced within a 
country 

 


