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Background 

1. The Peloponnesian Wars weakened the Greek City States tremendously. 

2. Philip II,  of Macdedonia, began conquest of Greece in 359 BCE using 3 methods: 

bribery, war, & marriage 

3. By 338 BCE, Phillip II controlled all of Greece except Sparta  

4. Philip’s next goal was to conquer Persia, but he was assassinated 

 

Alexander 

1. Alexander was born in 356 BCE – in Macedonia but was educated by a Greek tutor, 

Aristotle 

2. Alexander became king at age 20  

3. Alexander “avenged” his father by conquering Persia 

4. Moved on to conquer Syria, Phoenicia, Egypt, Mesopotamia, and the Indus River Valley 

5. Seeing no end to Alexander expanding his empire, his army refused to continue and at 

33, Alexander dies under mysterious circumstances. 

6. After his death, the empire was divided by his generals and ultimately fell apart. 

7. Alexander’s Legacy (Lasting effect of his rule): Hellenistic Culture (combination of 

Greek and Middle Eastern culture) and major advancements in Math and Science. 

 

Alexander the Hero 

1. Conqueror and ruler of an enormous empire 

2. Considered the greatest military leader of all time 

3. Spread Greek culture and ideas throughout the ancient world 

4. Showed an interest in the culture of people he conquered 

 

Alexander the Zero 

1. Accomplishments were due to the powerful military his father (King Philip II), left him 

2. Ruthless and Cruel with a fierce temper 

3. Mistreated his own loyal advisors and soldiers 

 



The Spread of Hellenistic Culture 
 

Hellenism (means to imitate the Greeks) 

1. Cultural Blending 

a. Result of Alexander’s Policies—a new vibrant culture 

b. Hellenistic culture—Greek blended with Egyptian, Persian, and Indian culture 

c. Use of Koine Greek throughout Alexanders Empire 

  

After Alexander’s Death 

1. Empire is divided between 3 of Alexander’s generals 

a. Seleucid Empire 

b. Macedonia 

c.  Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt 

 

Benefits of Hellenistic Culture 

1. Expansion of trade routes between Europe and Asia 

2. Spread of Greek art, drama, and philosophy 

3. Creation of a stable environment for trade (Increase in trade along the Silk Road) 

4. Uniformity in coinage, weights and measures 

 

 

Political unit changes from Greek polis to kingdoms 

 

 
 
 

 


