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Islamic Empires             

 

A.  Umayyads 

1. Lasted from 661-750. 

2. Came to power following the death of Ali, the last of the “rightly guided” caliphs. 

3. Abandoned the simple life of previous caliphs and began to surround themselves with wealth and 

ceremony. 

4. Religious and political opposition led to the Umayyad downfall by rebel groups in 750. 

5. The most powerful of the rebel groups were the Abbasids who took control. 

 

B.  Abbasids 

1. Lasted from750-1258 

2. Moved the capital of the Muslim Empire to Baghdad.   

3. The Abbasids controlled their large empire through a strong bureaucracy. 

4. Sent diplomats to lands as far as Europe, Asia & Africa. 

5. To support a large government structure the Abbasids taxed land, imports, exports & non-Muslims. 

 

C.  Fatimids 

1. The Fatimid caliphate was formed by Shi’a Muslims tracing their descent from Muhammad’s daughter 

Fatima. 

2. The Abbasid dynasty fell due to poor leadership, the Fatimid revolt, and because the Seljuks captured 

Baghdad and launched attacks on the Muslim Empire.  

 

D.  Islamic Achievements 

1. Golden Age of Islam occurred during the reign of the Abbasids. 

2. Developed the House of Wisdom to translate scientific and philosophical text in to Arabic. 

3. Developed calligraphy or ornamental writing. 

4. Comprehensive Books detailing medical treatments. 

5. Used scientific observation and experimentation to make advances in Math and Science. 

6. Ibn Battuta contributed greatly to the study of geography through the written records of his 27 years of 

travel to most of the Islamic countries of the world. 
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7. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) may be best known for his Cannon of Medicine (which was the standard medical 

text until the 1600s) but he also made significant contributions to geology, physics, astronomy, 

chemistry and philosophy. 

 

 

 


