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Today’s Issues: Latin America 
 

Today’s Issues: Latin America 

A colonial past has left Latin America with long-term problems, including 

environmental crises, political instability, and poverty. 

 

Rainforest Land Uses 
 Special-interest groups make competing demands on the ______________________ of the rainforest. 

 As the rainforests are destroyed, the quality of life on earth is threatened. 

 Rain forest has ____________________________—wide range of plant, animal species. 

  50 million acres of rainforest worldwide destroyed annually. 

 Clearing the Rainforests 

 Cedar and ___________________________ are harvested, then exported from Amazon. 

 Poor native farmers clear rain forest for crops and to graze cattle. 

 Poor soil fertility and increased erosion lead to more timber clearing 

 Population Pressures 

 Over half of the Amazon rainforest is in Brazil.  

 Brazil has a growing population: 173 million in 2000, 210 million by 2017. 

The Price of Destruction 

 Losing More than Just Trees 

 __________________________________—cutting down and clearing away trees. 

 Rain forests regulate climate: absorb carbon dioxide, and produce oxygen. 

 Fewer forests mean less carbon dioxide is absorbed. It builds up in atmosphere and prevents heat from escaping into space. 

 _____________________—atmospheric temperature rises, weather patterns may change. 

 Plants and Animals in Danger 

 The rainforest covers 6% of earth’s surface but has 50% of the earth’s plant and animal species. 

 Many medications come from plants found in the rainforest. 

Moving Toward Solutions 

 A Juggling Act 

 Balancing economic development with rainforest ___________________________. Some countries restrict economic 

development. 

 Grassroots organizations try to educate people about rainforests protest environmentally damaging plans. 

 Fighting Economics with Economics 

 One environmental plan is the _______________________________________. This allows the groups to pay part of 

government’s large debt. 

 In return, the government protects part of rain forest. 

 This approach has worked in Bolivia. 

  



Giving Citizens a Voice 
 Despite obstacles, _________________________ is beginning to succeed in Latin America. 

 The success of Latin American democracies depends on political, economic, and social reforms. 

 The Legacy of Colonialism 

 Since Spanish conquest in 1500s, Native Americans were ruled by others. 

 Under Spanish rule: governors ruled the region, acting on behalf of monarchs. 

 Minority of Spanish colonists still ruled after 1800s independence. 

 __________________________________—non-democratic government of the few 

 Press censored, free speech limited, dissent punished 

 Discrimination against those not in Spanish ruling class 

 elections were rigged 

 If government couldn’t control people, military would seize power and form a ___________________—harsh 

government run by military leaders. 

 The Rule of the Caudillo 

 Many 20th-century Latin-American countries ruled by a ____________________, military dictator or political boss, 

such as Argentina’s Juan Peron. 

 They were supported by the military and wealthy population; sometimes even elected. 

Establishing Stable Democracies 

 The Goals of Reform 

 Establish constitutional government, democracy. Freely elected government that respects the law. 

 Citizens participate in political affairs. 

 Citizens are well-educated and economically secure. 

 Economic stability needed for political stability. 

 Increase women’s role in politics, involvement in government 

 Land Reform 

 _________________________________—break up ruling minority’s large landholdings 

 take land, economic power from wealthy elite, give to peasant farmers 

The Income Gap 
How can the economic gulf between rich and poor be bridged? 

 Background 

 Income gap—the difference between quality of life for rich and poor 

 Rio de Janeiro’s mix of wealth, poverty illustrates an income gap 

 Some people live in swamps, garbage dumps; others live in luxury 

 The gap is widening in Latin America; solutions have been proposed 

 Bridging the Gap Between Rich and Poor 

 Income gap—difference between quality of life of the rich and poor 

 Gap is widening in most Latin American countries 

 Gap has many causes, including the impact of ______________________________. 

 Three ways to understand the issue: moral, economic, political 

 An Economic Dilemma 

 Most countries have ________________________________, minimal government rules. 

 People have freedom, rewards they need to create wealth. 

 Poor communities lack skills to fully, equally participate in such an economy. 

 Most have little education; can’t read, can’t find jobs. 

 End up doing menial labor. 

 Conditions in slums bring disease, crime, short life spans. 


