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Unit 3: Russia 

A. Background  

1. Native peoples of the region were Slavic farmers. 

2. In early 800s bands of adventures, probably Viking, moved down from the north.   

a. They were called Varangians or Rus. 

3. Around 880, a nobleman from Novgorod named Oleg moved south to Kiev (KEE•ehf), a city on the 

Dnieper River.  

a. From Kiev, the Vikings could sail by river and sea to Constantinople.  

b. There they could trade for products from distant lands. 

4. Kiev grew into a principality, a small state ruled by a prince.  

 

B. Kiev Becomes Orthodox 

1. In 957, a member of the Kievan nobility, Princess Olga, paid a visit to Constantinople and publicly 

converted to Christianity.  

a. Her son resisted Christianity.  

b. However, soon after Olga’s grandson Vladimir came to the throne about 980, he considered 

conversion to Christianity.   

i. Kiev became Orthodox Christian when Vladimir converted and required all his subjects 

convert also. 

c. Thanks to its Byzantine ties, Kiev grew from a cluster of crude wooden forts to the glittering 

capital of a prosperous and educated people. The rise of Kiev marked the appearance of Russia’s 

first important unified territory.  

d. In 1019, Vladimir’s son Yaroslav the Wise came to the throne and led Kiev to even greater 

glory.  

i. Like the rulers of Byzantium, Yaroslav skillfully married off his daughters and sisters to 

the kings and princes of Western Europe.  

ii. Those marriages helped him to forge important trading alliances.  

e. At the same time, he created a legal code tailored to Kiev’s commercial culture. Many of its rules 

dealt with crimes against property. Yaroslav also built the first library in Kiev. Under his rule, 

Christianity prospered.  
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f. But on his death, Kiev began to decline.   

i. Yaroslav divided his realm among his sons, and upon their father’s death, the sons tore 

the state apart fighting for the choicest territories.   

ii. Kiev’s troubles continued when the Crusades disrupted trade.   

iii. Then, just when it seemed that things could not get worse, a new threat emerged. (The 

Mongols) 

 

C. Mongol Empire Influences Russia 

1. Whether forced to move out of Mongolia due to economic or military pressure, the Mongols rode 

westward lured by the wealth of western cities. 

2. The Mongols were led by Genghis Khan one of the most feared warriors of all time 

3. Kiev falls to Batu Khan (Genghis’ grandson) in 1240. 

4. Mongols ruled southern Russia for 200 years. 

5. Russian Princes in the region around Moscow grew to have wealth and power under the Mongols. 

6. Ivan I, Grand Prince, and his family enlarged their territory by land purchases, wars, trickery, and 

shrewd marriages. 

7. When Ivan III took the name czar, he openly challenged Mongol rule and orchestrated a bloodless 

standoff that liberated his people from Mongol Rule. 

 

 

 
 


