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Chapter 17 Guided Notes 

 

Russia and the Republics: 

Today’s Issues 

 

The collapse of the powerful Soviet government has left many of its former republics facing difficult ethnic, economic, and 
environmental challenges 

Regional Conflict  
• Regional tensions, once under Soviet control, have flared up in Russia and the Republics. 
• Some of the most violent conflicts have occurred in the Caucasus region. 

A Troubled Caucasus: Land of Great Complexity 

• ____________________________________________________________ weakened the central authority in the Republics. 
• Crime and religious or ethnic conflicts increased. 
• Caucasus—area of Caucasus Mountains between Black, Caspian seas. 

o north: Russian republics Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia, North Ossetia 
o south: independent countries Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 

• California-size area is home to __________________________________ and at least ________________________________. 
• Groups fought violently for independent territories after USSR fell. 

 Chechnya 
• ___________________________________republic remained a part of Russia after the USSR collapsed. 
• Russia invaded twice in the 1990s to block Chechnyan independence. 

• Rebels fought from____________________________________, 
and forced a peace agreement. 

 Georgia 
• Georgia’s Ossetian people fought the Georgian army in early 1990s. 
• Sought to unite South Ossetia (Georgia) with North Ossetia (Russia) 

• ___________________region of Georgia declared independence in 1992. 
• Georgian troops were driven out, but the region is still in ruins. 

 Armenia and Azerbaijan 
• South of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan fight over territory. 

• Armenia wants Nagorno-Karabakh, __________________________________________. 
o This region is 3/4 ethnic Armenian. 

• Disputes raged in the early 1920s, but were kept under control by the Soviets. 
• Fighting resumed in the late 1980s and lasting until the 1994 cease-fire. 
• By then, tens of thousands were dead, and there were nearly a million refugees. 

Can the Conflicts be Stopped? 
• U.S. hosted Armenia-Azerbaijan peace talks in 2001. 
• Chechnyan fighting caused high casualties for Russians and Chechnyans. 
• Once-high public support for war is declining. 

• _________________________________________________________is a burden to all countries who participate. 

The Struggle for Economic Reform 

• Russia has struggled to move from a __________________________________to a __________________________________ 
• Russia’s enormous size and widespread criminal activity have made economic reform difficult. 

Steps Toward Capitalism 



 Privatization 
• After the Soviet collapse, Russia embraced _______________________________. 

• Russia removed price controls in 1992; prices of goods ____________________________. 

• Also in 1992, Russia began the process of ______________________, or the selling of government-owned businesses to  

_________________________________________ and companies. 
• The public bought businesses with vouchers to be repaid with future profits. 

• __________________________________________________ and unpaid vouchers led to the 1998 economic crash. 
• Still, by 2000, 60% of workforce was employed in the private sector. 

 The High Cost of Economic Change  
• Since the 1998 crash, Russia’s economy has slowly recovered. 

• In March 2016, 20% of Russians still live below the poverty line. 

Obstacles to Economic Reform 

 Distance Decay 

• ____________________________________________ —long-distance communications and transportations are hard. 
• Russia spans 11 time zones, and has 89 regional governments. 
• The central government in Moscow is weak and it is difficult to get distant officials to enforce national reform programs. 

• _________________________________________________created 7 large federal districts in 2000. 
• The new governor-general’s force regional officials to follow reform orders. 

 Organized Crime 
• The “___________________________________________” (Bratva) is a criminal organization that grew rapidly in the 1990s. 

• It controls ________________ of private companies and ______________ of state-owned companies. 
• Organized crime slows economic reform by rewarding illegal activity, since the government cannot tax such activity. 

The Soviet Union’s Nuclear Legacy 
• The former Soviet Union’s nuclear programs have become a problem.  
• Poorly constructed nuclear power stations are not being maintained, and_________________________________________. 

An Unwelcome Legacy: Nuclear Uncertainties 

• The ___________________________________________________left the fate of Soviet nuclear weapons unclear. 
• Instead of 1 country with weapons, there are now 15 independent republics. 
• Where are the weapons? Are they safe? Where are the nuclear scientists? 

• Also facing problems with aging, are___________________________________________, many are the same design as the 

 one at the 1986 ______________________________ disaster. 

The Consequences of Collapse: Political Tensions  
• Nuclear issues create tension between Russian regions, other nations, and the U.S. 
• A U.S. task force in 2000 highlighted a nuclear security threat and fears Russian nuclear materials could 

___________________________________________________________. 
• The U.S. recommended a $30 billion package to help keep weapons safe. 

 Economic Health  
• Many regional leaders reluctant to shut down Soviet nuclear reactors saying that it would be too expensive to build new 

non-nuclear plants. 
• Some republics’ steps to revive their economies are questionable such as in 2001, when Russia’s Duma (legislature) 

approved a nuclear dump plan. 
• The Duma hoped to earn $21 billion by___________________________________________________________________, 

but Russian environmentalists are upset over the plan. 

 Environmental Prospects 
• Some hope that the region’s environmental outlook can improve. 
• In 2000, Ukraine shut down the last active Chernobyl reactor and ________________________________for the disaster site. 
• In 2000, a U.S.-funded treatment plant opened near the White Sea. 
• This facility treats radioactive waste from Russian nuclear submarines that was formerly dumped in the sea. 


