
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

NAME 
 

Chapter 20 Guided Notes 

 

Today’s Issues: 

Africa 

 

 
 European colonialism of the 1800s has left most of today’s independent African nations with economic, health, 

educational, and political problems. 

Section 1: Economic Development 
 Africa’s history of colonization has had long-term effects on its economy. 

 Barriers to African economic development include illiteracy, foreign debt, and a lack of manufacturing industries. 

Africa’s Economy Today 
 A History of Problems 

 Most countries do little manufacturing; instead, sell raw materials to industrialized countries 

 European colonizers exploited Africa’s resources, people;  

o millions sold into slavery or died from harsh working conditions 

 Land was mined, drilled; environment was ignored 

 All this has limited Africa’s economic growth, political stability 

 Africa’s Economic Status 

 Most African countries are worse off today than in 1960; average incomes have decreased 

 Lack crucial infrastructure (roads, airports, railroads, ports) 

 Little access to computers or high technology 

On the Road to Development 
 Reducing Debt and Increasing Cooperation 

 Newly independent countries borrowed money to build economies 

o total debt of sub-Saharan governments was $227 billion by 1997 

o many Western leaders push to forgive Africa’s debts 

 Building Industries 

 “One-commodity” countries rely on export of one or two commodities 

o commodity—agricultural or mining product that can be sold 

 Problems faced by “one-commodity” countries 

o value varies daily based on worldwide supply and demand 

o this makes “one-commodity” nations’ economies unstable 

 Economists want Africans to diversify—create variety in economies; 

o promote manufacturing to achieve economic growth and stability 

Educating Workers 
 Improving Education 

 Uneducated populace is a large barrier to economic development 

 Average schooling time for women up only 1.2 years in last 40 years 

 In Angola and Somalia, civil wars have destroyed school systems 

 But in Algeria, 94% get a formal education 

o 83% of Mauritians over 15 are literate 

  



 

Case Study: Effects of Colonialism 
 Early 19th century Africa was home to great empires, rich cultures 

 By the end of the 19th century—poverty and violence 

 Many of Africa’s problems stem from European colonialism 

Colonizing Africa 
 Europeans in Africa 

 Portuguese establish coastal trading stations in the 1400s 

 By mid-1800s, Europeans seek Africa’s rich natural resources;  

 need raw materials for industrial economies, markets to sell goods 

 Berlin Conference (1884-85) sets rules for dividing up Africa 

 European control begins to fade in 20th century; most countries gain independence in 1960s 

 Suffered long-term damage to cultural and ethnic boundaries, economy 

Challenges of Independence 
 Colonial Transition 

 Departing Europeans did not leave Africa with stable governments 

o newly established nations suffered dictators and civil wars 

 Europeans did not understand Africa’s ethnic diversity 

o drew country boundaries combining historical enemies 

 Germany and Belgium aggravated historically tense ethnic relations 

o Rwanda, Burundi include Hutu, Tutsi groups; war erupts in 1990s 

o this ethnic conflict took the lives of hundreds of thousands 

 Colonial boundaries create problems for many African governments 

o difficult to get different ethnic groups to cooperate 

 Dictators like Mobutu Sese Seko became common 

o Mobutu ruled what is now the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

 Many Africans have no experience living in democratic governments 

 Cause for Hope 

 Primary goal is to establish democratic traditions; political stability needed for peace and prosperity 

 Some progress is being made, for example in South Africa 

o white minority government yielded power to black majority in 1994 

o ended decades of government-sanctioned racial discrimination (apartheid) 


