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Chapter 26 Guided Notes 

 

Today’s Issues: 

South Asia 

 

 

 South Asia faces the challenges of rapid population growth, destructive weather, and territorial disputes caused by religious 
and ethnic differences. 

Section 1: Population Explosion 
 Explosive population growth in South Asia has contributed to social and economic ills in the region. 

 Education is key to controlling population growth and improving the quality of life in South Asia. 

Growing Pains 
Rapid growth 

 In 2000, India’s population reached 1 billion 

 Rapid growth means many citizens lack life’s _____________________________________________________ 
 Population Grows 

 India’s population was 300 million in 1947; has since tripled 

 So large that even 2% growth rate produces population explosion 

 Unless rate slows, India will have 1.5 billion by 2030 

 India, Pakistan, Bangladesh among top 10 most populous countries 
o region has 22% of world’s population, lives on 3% of world’s land 

 Inadequate Resources 

 Region has widespread poverty, illiteracy—________________________________________________________ 
o poor sanitation, health education lead to disease outbreaks 

 Every year, to keep pace, India would have to: 
o build 127,000 new schools and 2.5 million new homes 
o create 4 million new jobs and produce 6 million more tons of food 

Managing Population Growth 
 Smaller Families 

 India spends nearly $1 billion a year encouraging smaller families 

 Programs have only limited success 
o Indian women marry before age 18, start having babies early 
o to poor, children are source of money (begging, working fields), and can later take care of elderly parents 

 Education is a Key 

 Growth factors can be changed with education, but funds are limited 
o India spends under $6 per pupil a year on education while the U.S. spends $6,320 per pupil a year 

 Education could break cycle of poverty, _______________________________________________________ 
o improves females’ status with job opportunities 

o better health care education could lower ____________________________________________________ 

 

Section 2: Living with Extreme Weather 
 South Asia experiences a yearly cycle of floods, often followed by drought. 

 The extreme weather in South Asia leads to serious physical, economic, and political consequences. 

The Monsoon Seasons 
 Summer and Winter Wind Systems 

 Annual cycle of extreme weather makes life difficult 

 Monsoon is wind system, not a rainstorm; two monsoon seasons 



 

 _________________________________________________________—blows moist from southwest, across Indian Ocean 
o blows June through September, causes rainstorms, flooding 

 _________________________________________________________—blows cool from northeast, across Himalayas, to sea 
o blows October through February, can cause drought 

Impact of the Monsoons 
 Physical Impact 

 Summer monsoons nourish rainforests, irrigate crops 
o floodwaters bring rich sediment to soil, but can also damage crops 

 Cyclones are common with summer monsoons 

 Winter monsoon droughts turn lush lands into arid wastelands 
 Economic Impact 

 Floods, droughts make agriculture difficult 
o countries buy what they can’t grow; famine looms 

 Weather catastrophes also destroy homes, families 
o people often too poor to rebuild, governments lack funds to help 

 People build: houses on stilts, concrete cyclone shelters, dams 
 

Case Study 
 Territorial Dispute: How Can India and Pakistan Resolve Their Dispute Over Kashmir? 

 Kashmir territory is a territory of 12 million people surrounded by Pakistan, China, India 

 India and Pakistan have fought three wars over Kashmir since 1947 

 Danger increases now that both countries have ___________________________________________________ 

A Controversy Over Territory 
 Partitioning 

  British left India in 1947 and partitioned—divided—the subcontinent 
o created two independent countries 
o India is predominantly Hindu 
o Pakistan is mostly Muslim 

 Britain lets each Indian state choose which country to join 
o Muslim states join Pakistan 
o Hindu states remain in India 

 Politics and Religion 

 Kashmir’s problem: population is Muslim, but its leader was Hindu 

 Maharajah of Kashmir wants an ______________________________________________________________ 
o but is forced to cede territory to India in 1947 

 Pakistan invades; a year later India still controls much of Kashmir 

 India, Pakistan fight two more wars over Kashmir in 1965, 1971 
o dispute remains unresolved; each country still controls part 
o China has had a small portion since 1962 

 A Question of Economics 

 Indus River flows through Kashmir 
o many of its tributaries originate in the territory 

 Indus is critical source of drinking, irrigation water in Pakistan 
o Pakistan doesn’t want India to control that resource 

 Kashmir is a ___________________________________________neither side will give up 
 


