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Ninety – Five Theses Activity 

 

In the early 1500s, a German monk and university teacher named Martin Luther began to feel that reforms were 

needed in the Roman Catholic Church.  One practice that Luther especially hated was the selling of indulgences 

– church officials could release a person from punishment for sin in return for money.  In 1517, Luther made a 

list of his objections to church practices, called the Ninety-Five Theses, and then, according to legend, nailed 

the list to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church.  Although the Catholic Church disagreed with Luther and 

eventually excommunicated him, the Ninety-Five Theses sparked widespread criticism 

of the Church and started the Reformation. 

 

From The  

Ninety – Five Theses 

15 17 

 
Out of love for the truth and from desire to elucidate it, the Reverend Father Martin 

Luther, Master of Arts and Sacred Theology, and ordinary lecturer therein at Wittenberg, 

intends to defend the following statements and to dispute on them in that place. 

Therefore he asks that those who cannot be present and dispute with him orally shall do 

so in their absence by letter. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.  

 
 

1. When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ``Repent'' (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be 

one of repentance.  

6. The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring and showing that it has been remitted by God; or, to be 

sure, by remitting guilt in cases reserved to his judgment. If his right to grant  

21. Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is absolved from every penalty and saved 

by papal indulgences.  

31. The man who actually buys indulgences is as rare as he who is really penitent; indeed, he is exceedingly 

rare.  

32. Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have indulgence letters will be 

eternally damned, together with their teachers.  

37. Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church; and this 

is granted him by God, even without indulgence letters.  

40. A Christian who is truly contrite seeks and loves to pay penalties for his sins; the bounty of indulgences, 

however, relaxes penalties and causes men to hate them -- at least it furnishes occasion for hating them.  

42. Christians are to be taught that the pope does not intend that the buying of indulgences should in any way be 

compared with works of mercy.  

43. Christians are to be taught that he who gives to the poor or lends to the needy does a better deed than he 

who buys indulgences.  

44. Because love grows by works of love, man thereby becomes better. Man does not, however, become better 

by means of indulgences but is merely freed from penalties.  

45. Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and passes him by, yet gives his money for 

indulgences, does not buy papal indulgences but God's wrath.  
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46. Christians are to be taught that, unless they have more than they need, they must reserve enough for their 

family needs and by no means squander it on indulgences.  

50. Christians are to be taught that if the pope knew the exactions of the indulgence preachers, he would rather 

that the basilica of St. Peter were burned to ashes than built up with the skin, flesh, and bones of his sheep.  

84. Again, ``What is this new piety of God and the pope that for a consideration of money they permit a man 

who is impious and their enemy to buy out of purgatory the pious soul of a friend of God and do not rather, 

because of the need of that pious and beloved soul, free it for pure love's sake?''  

86. Again, ``Why does not the pope, whose wealth is today greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build 

this one basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the money of poor believers?''  

92. Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, ``Peace, peace,'' and there is no peace! 

(Jer 6:14)  

94. Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their Head, through penalties, death and 

hell.  

95. And thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations rather than through the false 

security of peace (Acts 14:22).  
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Ninety- Five Theses Document-Based Questions 

Read the theses printed on the front of this paper.  List any words you don’t know in the space below.  Define 

each term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the following questions: 

 

1.  What was the source of the document?  

 

 

2.  What was the title of the document?  

 

 

3.  Who was the author of the document?  

 

 

4.  What was the date of the document?  

 

 

5.  Is this a primary or a secondary source?  

 

 

 

 

6.  List three facts about Margin Luther describing who he was.  
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7.  What was Martin Luther’s primary reason for writing the 95 Theses?  

 

 

 

8.  What was an indulgence?  

 

 

 

9.  According to legend, where did Martin Luther post the Theses?  

 

 

 

10. How did the Catholic Church respond to Martin Luther’s protest?  

 

 

 

11. What did Luther’s actions lead to?  


