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Distinguished AP Teachers, 

On Thursday evening from 7:00 to 8:00 PM, I joined the AP webinar designed to 

orient parents and students on the format for shortened AP exams.  Trevor Parker, 

the senior vice-president in charge of the AP exams conducted the online seminar.  

The following are the important points from the webinar: 

1) Mr. Parker encouraged students and parents to stay engaged with AP 

Classroom for information on the exams. He explained upcoming postings 

would provide students with: 

a. Practice sessions on uploading student responses. 

b. Practice questions in the format the students will see on the tests. 

2) The time limits for responses to the FRQ’s and the corresponding time limit 

of five minutes for students to upload their answer sheets.  The uploading 

time limit will be strictly enforced. 

3) Students not successfully loading their responses within the 5-minute 

timeframe will be locked-out. 

4) The exam will be presented to students in an “open book” format.  Students 

will be permitted to have their textbooks and their notes available during the 

test. 

5) Economics students may use a four-function calculator, either digital or hand-

held.  The math calculations will be straightforward and not require a 

calculator.  

6) The exam questions are designed to keep students busy throughout the 

allotted timeframe for each problem.  In some cases, these exam questions 

may run “long.” 

7) As such, students may not complete all aspects of a problem. Students should 

not become stressed about not completing a question. The AP readers will 

take this into account when evaluating student responses. 



8) In addition, these long multiple question problems will not allow students to 

excessively search through notes or textbooks to finish problems within the 

appointed timeframe. 

9) If a student encounters an individual problem which eliminates an ideal 

testing environment, they may apply at the end of the exam to re-test on one 

of the make-up exams dates. College Board will review their application and 

authorize re-testing. 

10)Students should coordinate with their families on being the only person in the 

household using the internet during the exam. 

11)Students need to carefully select a quiet place in their residence to enhance 

their individual testing atmosphere. 

12)Students may have a glass of water and scratch paper by their side during the 

exam. 

13)The College Board will electronically monitor each student for cheating. 

Students detected cheating will have their test invalidated. Further, the College 

Board will notify the admissions department of their chosen college of their 

cheating. 

Please pass these observations along to your students.  

In addition, students and their parents may listen to this webinar, as the College 

Board has archived the presentation. 

Feel free to contact me on further details on these observations. 

Good Luck! 

 

John Rives 

KMHS Social Studies 

 

 

 

   

 

  


