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Today’s Issues in Russia and the Republics 27

Name Date

Building Vocabulary
distance decay Caucasus Nagorno-Karabakh
privatization Chechnya

A. Sentence Completion Select the term that best completes the sentence.

1. The ________________ is a region that straddles mountains, which stretch from
the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea.

2. Among the republics that remained part of Russia after the collapse of the Soviet
Union, _________________ has experienced the most violent upheaval.

3. Armenia claims _____________________ because over 75 percent of its
population is ethnic Armenian.

4. ____________________, or the process of selling government-owned businesses,
has had mixed success in Russia.

5. A major obstacle facing economic reformers in Russia is ____________________,
another way of saying that increasing distances between places tends to reduce
interactions among them.

B. Matching Match the definition in the second column with the word in the first
column. Write the appropriate letter next to the word.

_________ 1. Caucasus

_________ 2. Chechnya

_________ 3. Nagorno-Karabakh

_________ 4. privatization

_________ 5. distance decay

C. Writing About Geography Imagine that you live in the Caucasus. Using each of the
following terms correctly, write a diary entry that describes some of the political
turmoil in your area. Use the back of this page and underline each term you use.

Caucasus Chechnya Nagorno-Karabakh
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a. to the north of this region lie the Russian republics of
Chechnya, Dagestan, Ingushetia, and North Ossetia

b. the process of selling government-owned businesses

c. a mountainous area of Azerbaijan

d. in Russia, a problem with the interaction between the
central government and the regional governments

e. Russia invaded this republic in 1996 and in 1999
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