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The Motives: 

1. The long standing interest in the Asian continent. 

2. Many Europeans had economic motives as well. 

3. Many explorers were motivated by the spread of Christianity. 

4. “God, glory, and gold.”  

5. European expansion was a government enterprise financed by monarchies. 

6. Europeans had also reached a level of knowledge and technology that enabled 

them to make voyage beyond Europe. 

 

Technology Makes Exploration Possible 

7. In the 1400s shipbuilders designed a new vessel, the caravel, that could sail 

against the wind using triangular sails adopted by the Arabs. 

8. The astrolabe was created to help sailors better determine their location at sea. 

(Muslims) 

9. Explorers were also able to more accurately track direction by using a magnetic 

compass. (Chinese) 

 

The Development of the Portuguese Empire 

10. Under the leadership of Prince Henry the Navigator the Portuguese led the 

expansion of Europe. 

11. Early exploration occurred along the coast of Africa. 

12. To make it easier to trade in gold, ivory, and slaves, the Portuguese leased land 

from local rulers and built stone forts along the coast. 

13. Vasco da Gama skirted the eastern coast of Africa, and cut across the Indian 

Ocean to the south western coast of India. 

 

 

 

 



Christopher Columbus 

14. Persuaded Queen Isabella of Spain to finance an expedition. 

15. Reached the Americas in October 1492, where he explored the coastline of 

Cuba. 

16. Believed he had reached Asia and in three more voyages failed to find a route 

through the outer islands to Asia. 

17. Amerigo Vespucci went along on several voyages and wrote a series of letters 

describing the geography of the New World. 

18. The publication of these letters led to the use of the name America for the new 

lands. 

19. The Treaty of Tordesillas divided the new land between the Spanish and the 

Portuguese. (1494, Line of Demarcation) 

20. Most explored territory belong to the Portuguese and most of the New World 

was given to the Spanish. 
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The Spanish Empire 

1. The Spanish “conquistadors” were motivated by a typical 16th century blend of 

glory, greed, and religious zeal. 

2. Their firearms, organizational skills, and determination brought the 

conquistadors incredible success. 

3. Hernan Cortes (Mexico) & Francisco Pizarro took control of most of the southern 

Spanish Territory in the New World and established colonies with a primary 

desire for gold. 

4. Forced labor, starvation, and disease took a toll on Indian lives. (silver & gold) 

5. Inca emperor Atahualpa and Aztec emperor Montezuma were both defeated.  

 

Explorer’s Accomplishments 

6. Bartolomeu Dias explored the southern tip of Africa. 

7. Da Gama is the first to reach India by sailing around Africa. 

8. First circumnavigation of the globe was completed by the crew of Ferdinand 

Magellan, who died in route. 

9. Of the 240 crew members who set out with Magellan to circumnavigate the 

earth, only 18 completed the circumnavigation of the globe and managed to 

return to Spain. (total of 3 yrs) 

10. All exploration resulted in the creation of joint-stock companies and an increase 

of trade between those countries bordering the Atlantic. 

 

The Impact of European Expansion 

11. The native civilizations were destroyed. 

12. The increase in the volume and area of European trade was a crucial factor in 

producing a new age of commercial capitalism that was the first step toward a 

global economy. 

13. Increased tension between European rivals. 



 

Slave Trade 

14. The creations of large sugar cane, and sugar plantations in the new world led to 

a demand for labor. 

15. Slavery had been practiced in Africa since ancient times. Most were prisoners of 

war. 

16. The need to maintain a constant supply of slaves led to an increased warfare 

and violence. 

17. An estimated 275,000 African slaves were exported during the 16th century by 

means of the “Triangle Trade” route. 

18. The journey of enslaved persons from Africa to the Americas was known as the 

Middle Passage.  

 

 

Mercantilism 

19. According to the mercantilists, the prosperity of a nation depended upon a large 

supply of bullion, or gold and silver. 

20. Colonies were considered important as sources of raw materials and markets for 

finished goods. 

 


