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Unit 7.5: Napoleon 

 

I.  Napoleon’s Rise to Power 

 A.  Napoleon distinguished himself in the campaigns against Austria 

 B. The Revolutionary government now vastly unpopular 

 C. In 1799, Napoleon led a coup d’etat and took control of the government. 

 

II. The Age of Napoleon 

 A. November 1799- Napoleon had himself made First Consul of France (supreme civil and military power) 

 B. Napoleon controlled the entire government, army, foreign affairs, and influenced the legislature. 

 C. Napoleon made himself Consul for Life and then crowned himself Emperor Napoleon I. 

 D. Established a concordat with the papacy (declared Catholicism the semiofficial religion) 

 E. He created the Napoleonic Code, which listed the rights of the citizens and laws for the country (new 

criminal and civil codes of law). 

 F. He created a centralized administrative and judicial system 

 G. He crushed plots to return the Bourbons and crushed the Jacobin remnants 

 

III. French Dominion Over Europe 

 A. Napoleon was popular as long as wars went well, and they did for several years 

 B. In a series of battles from 1805 to 1807, Napoleon’s Grand Army defeated the Austrian, Prussian, and 

Russian armies. 

 C. Napoleon hoped to invade Britain, but he could not overcome the British navy losing the Battle of 

Trafalgar. (1805) 

  1. England was a major enemy and fought almost without interruption from 1793-1814 

 

IV. Napoleon’s Downfall 

 A. 1810- Napoleon was convinced that Czar Alexander I had allied with England and was getting ready to 

attack 

 B. Napoleon decided on a preemptive attack 

 C. Summer of 1812- Napoleon took 600,000 soldiers to invade Russia 

 D. The Russians burned their own villages and left Napoleon’s army to freeze in the harsh Russian winter.  

This is called the “scorched-earth policy.” 

 

V. Napoleon’s Defeat 

 A. Napoleon was finally broken at the Battle of Nations (1813) 

 B. Defeated by Russian, Prussian, and Austrian forces 

 C. The military disaster of Russia led other European states to rise up and attack the French army. 

 D. Europe freed from French occupation 

 E. March 1814- Paris occupied, Napoleon forced to abdicate 

 F.  Defeated, Napoleon was sent into exile on the island of Elba, off the coast of Italy. 

 G. Napoleon escaped from Elba and began a final campaign known as the Hundred Days where he is 

finally defeated at the battle of Waterloo. 
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 H. With the Congress of Vienna the countries of Europe agreed on focusing on stability and collective 

security. 

  


