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Unit 7.5: Revolutions in Haiti & Latin America 

Haitian Independence 

Causes: 

The Revolution in France soon spread to some of its colonies: 

Saint-Dominique - colony of France 

 

In 1791 black slaves rebelled against their white masters after learning of the revolution in 

Europe. 

 

Toussaint L’Ouverture: 

- a gifted and educated slave 

- quickly became their leader 

- continually claimed to be a Frenchman acting in the spirit of the revolution 

- proclaimed himself ruler 

- freed all the slaves 

 

Results: 

French troops arrived in 1802 

 

Toussaint was deceived and taken prisoner 

- died soon after in a French dungeon 

- his followers did not give up the fight 

- they successfully turned back the French 

 

Established the new nation of Haiti. 

 

Revolutions in Latin America 

Description: 

A number of successful Latin American revolutions occurred during the first quarter of the 

nineteenth century. 

 

Creoles: 

People of European descent who were born and lived in Latin American colonies. 

 

Causes: 

- During the early 1800s Creoles began to feel a great deal of discontent towards Spain and 

Portugal. 

- Resented what they saw as unfair economic policies. 

- Inspired by the United States’ success. 
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Jose de San Martin 

- Led forces that expelled the Spanish from Argentina. 

- Believed that all of South America must be free of Spain’s rule. 

- Crossed the Andes Mountains to surprise the Spanish. 

- Defeated the Spanish at the Battle of Chacabuco in 1817. 

 

Simon Bolivar  

- Liberated Venezuela, Colombia (then called New Granada), and Ecuador. 

- Joined forces with Martin to finish driving the Spanish out of South America. 

 

Other Independence Movements 

- Mexico declared independence in 1821. 

- By 1823, Central America was also free and was eventually divided into five republics. 

- In 1822, Brazil declared independence from Portugal. 

 

 

 


